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REFUGI LIEPTGAS, CONCRETE RETREAT 

FLIMS

2013

The dramatic backdrop to this holiday house in 
Graubünden is the Flimserstein cliff face that was 
left exposed after the largest alpine geological 
collapse, 10,000 years ago. The Flims valley is still 
littered with boulders the size of houses, debris  
from the mountain that fractured so long ago. Selina 
Walder and Georg Nickisch’s little forest hut is 
fascinating particularly due to the manner of its con - 
ception. What captures the imagination is how  
the architects have used timber from the original hut 
as formwork for the new building. The inner side of  
the old timber wall becomes the outer side of the  
new concrete wall, giving the concrete its scalloped 
edge and leaving an embossed imprint on the surface, 
like an inscribed memory.

The chalet is situated in a cool, shaded glen in  
an otherwise sun-soaked plateau. It is a microclimate 
too damp for a timber building, but perfect for  
storing cheese. From a large rock in front of the entry 
door, there is a step up to the threshold and down 
again into the quiet interior of the hut. There are only 
two rooms, one on ground level and the other, cave-
like, cut into the mountain where the old cheese store 
used to be. A circular oculus cut into the roof  
affords views of the crown of the trees above and 
allows light into the open plan kitchen / dining / living 
space on ground level. Sliced through the facade,  
a generous deep window is set low in the wall, visually 
bringing the surrounding landscape into the snug 
interior. The deep concrete windowsill forms a bench 
that extends beyond the window along the wall 
towards the fireplace, the focal point of the space.  
A narrow stairway curves down, away from the  
light and into the subterranean, cave-like bedroom. 
Inside the bedroom is a deep bath cast in concrete. 
Bathed in soft indirect light, the bath is wedged 
against massive slanted rocks giving the impression 
of bathing inside a secluded mountain grotto.  
There is a strong juxtaposition of materials: rock, 
concrete, glass, and water. 

With their starkly modern transformation, the 
architects have managed to avoid creating nostalgic 
chalet architecture. The building has the direct - 
ness and the pragmatic nature of a traditional alpine 
chalet, but is unapologetically contemporary at  
the same time. One has to admire the lack of excess  
or pretention in this small, but powerful building. 

In the moment of casting, old and new are  
inseparable entities.

Selina Walder
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